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BY DALE JOHNSON 


DIG 
madness 


ow it's starting to get good. The winter weather is leaving Long 

Beach, it’s getting to be gym, tan, laundry season (Who doesn’t like 

Jersey Shore references?) and March is a hell of a month. 

March Madness and St. Patrick’s day aretwoofMarch’sbest | «= 

traditions, and they both incorporate one of Long Beach’s best 
aspects, its nightlife scene. So to celebrate, we have dubbed our March issue the first 
annual (if I say first annual, that means that whoever the editor is next year has to 
continue this trend, so you're welcome future DIG EIC!) ‘Nightlife issue’ 

The issue is chock full of people and places that make the nightlife scene in Long 
Beach a truly unique one. From world class comedy clubs, authentic Irish pub’s and 
dueling Piano bars, there truly is a nightlife spot for everyone in Long Beach. 

DIG also caught up with some big names in the nightlife scene. Whether you know 
it or not, chances are pretty high that you have attended an event put on by club 
promoter and Long Beach native Robert James. He continues to bring in the biggest 
names to Long Beach, so make sure to read his story. 

One of those big names is a really big one. And that is our cover story DJ Steve Aoki, 
one of the most popular and hardest working men in the music industry. In between 
playing on average a jaw dropping 300 gigs per year, Aoki is also head of a record label 
and owns a clothing line. Talk about keeping busy! 

So bring on March! Good luck to both our Men’s and Womer’s basketball teams in 
the Big West Tournament, it would be oh so sweet for me, a senior Monson Maniac, 
to see our 49ers go dancing one more time before I leave Long Beach State. So TJ., Cas, 
Larry and Stephan “Sniper” Gilling, make it happen! 

Go Beach and happy March everyone! 


Help the DIG legend live on! 
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and local events. 


Check out our website 
DIGMagOnline.com for 
| tons of exclusive content. 
Follow us on Twitter @ 
DIGMAG 


rAl Opinion 10 __ Profile 
A student talks about the thrill of The biggest club promoter in 
college night life. Long Beach doesn’t drink and 
: skipped out on law school to 
5 Sightings plan parties. 
¥ Students are asked what they 
enjoy during their weekends. | 3 Cover Story 


Insiders peek to the busy life of 
6 Sports the DJ who never sleeps. 
With March Madness right around 
the corner, @llG helps you get your 


! brackets ready. 


In-Depth 
Take a look at a few local places 
to celebrate your St. Patty’s Day. 


| Scene 
1 A few entertaining 
: places for your night. 
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Making the most of your nights 


By Alexis Fuller 


ike most college students, I often find myself 
stumbling in to my 8 a.m. class, balancing a coffee in 
one hand, and a laptop in the other. As lecture 
begins, my mind tries to remember all that the 
weekend consisted of. Most times, it’s thoughts of 
great memories, new friends, and parties. Other 
times it’s thinking about crawling into bed and catching up on much 
needed sleep. At times it’s so good that we don’t even remember 
what happened, other times it’s so bad we wish we could forget. 
Here in Long Beach, there is much fun to be had. Club V20 is known 
by pretty much the entire student body at Cal State Long Beach for 
throwing the best parties, but when I don't feel like dancing, I go to 2nd 
Street with a few friends for dinner and shopping. The nightlife is great 


in Belmont Shore, because it is always lit up for a charming atmosphere, 


perfect for bar-hopping or people-watching. 
Sometimes house parties can call for a fun night out, especially if 


they’re themed. In honor of Tiger Woods’ mishaps, there was a party 
in which all of the men were dressed up as golfers and the ladies as 
mistresses. The more creative the better I think. You can’t go wrong 
with originality, because no matter how it turns out, it will always be 
the topic of discussion. 

And then there are those unavoidable nights, the ones spent buried 
in text books and computer screens. This typically happens right around 
finals week, or maybe a little more often for some studious people. It 
is these nights that matter most, because they determine your grades. 
Nightlife takes on a whole new meaning in this sense. 

You never know what to expect once the weekend starts. The 
possibilities are endless. Some of my best memories are when my 
friends and I just go with the flow, with no expectations or set plans. 

Now, as you sit in class on a Monday morning, reflect on your 
weekend. No matter if it was really good, or ridiculously bad, you will 
remember. As a student, my goal on the first day of the week is to be 
tired from having too much fun, not too much studying. The nights 
gone to waste won't matter so much, so long as you are having more 
good times than bad. After all, who says there can be too much of a 
good thing? A 
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By Graham Davis 


t’s that time again college basketball fans. The 64 
best college basketball teams in the nation will be 
traveling the country to compete in the 2010 version 
of March Madness, and ultimately a shot at the Final 
Four. For those of us not blessed with a forty-inch 
vertical or a 3-point jump shot, March Madness is a 

time to battle the odds and take part in the bracket tournament 
challenge. 

Three years ago, the University of Florida was coming off a 
National Championship and was a favorite to repeat. UCLA was 
stingy on defense, and their roster was littered with future pro 
players. And legendary coach Mike Krzyzewski’s Duke team 
was full of confidence heading into the NCAA tournament after 
winning the brutal Atlantic Coast Conference. 

Looking for a fun way to follow the action, I decided to sign 
up for ESPN’s March Madness Bracket Tournament Challenge. 
Millions of users sign up for the challenge every year with 
the same intention as I, playing mainly for fun but secretly 
entertaining the lingering thought of winning the $50,000 
grand prize. 

Before filling out the bracket, I identified what I felt would 
be “lock” games, or games that I would feel almost 100 
percent on picking. I then analyzed “swing” games, which | 
felt could go either way. I finally had to decide on what my 
“upset” picks were going to be, because let’s face it, every 
March Madness is loaded with upsets and Cinderella teams. 
Besides, having a daring mentality with your bracket makes 
it much more exciting. 

I correctly picked Xavier over BYU and Michigan State over 
Marquette in the first round, which immediately gave me 
a head start over opponents who took the safer route and 
picked the favorite. However, those wouldn't hold a candie to 
my biggest gamble of the entire bracket. I predicted Virginia 
Commonwealth University victory over juggernaut Duke. 

You may have never heard of Virginia Commonwealth before. 
VCU doesn’t have much of a sports history and isn’t much for 
academic prestige. I think it’s in Richmond or maybe Norfolk. I 
don’t know, ask my Dad, he went there. For Duke University, with 
its legendary coach and loaded roster, the NCAA tournament was 
a yearly trip. Looking at this particular match up, I saw an upbeat 
VCU team pitted against a Duke team relying more on its name 
than its on the court performance. 

On March 15, 2007, VCU stunned Duke 79-77 on a buzzer 
beating shot by guard Eric Maynor. For the Rams, it was a 
historical win. For me, this game propelled me into the top 
percentage in the nation who had the guts to pick this game. 

After a perfect second and third round, I took a brief glance 
at the ESPN leader board standings and was shocked to see my 
user name sitting at third in the entire country. I already began 


planning a speech to my parents on how I won $50,000 by filling 
out a basketball bracket. 

That excitement was halted soon enough in the next round 
where two of my picks, both top overall seeds North Carolina and 
Kansas, fell in the Elite Eight. 

My entire experience that year just goes to show the luck 
involved in filling out a bracket. Even after cashing inona 
ridiculous upset I was eventually let down by two teams that 
had been dominant the entire year. Year after year experts and 
basketball analysts pick brackets no better than the average 
Joe. Gamblers and odds makers obsess over it. Some colleges 
even offer courses on bracketology. The key to filling out a 
good March Madness Bracket isn’t an exact science, although 
there are some ways to get a leg up on the competition. 

Never pick with your heart. Every fan goes into the 
tournament with a favorite team or a Cinderella school that 
has caught the heart of the country. It’s important to remain 
impartial when making your picks—look for statistical 
advantages and team experience to prevail. 

Coaching and experience is also extremely important in the 
tournament. With only four years at a school (and potentially 
only one year for NBA draftees), player turnover is a major 
factor in the college game. A steady and veteran coach can 
help ease the loss of experienced players and help transition 
the younger guys to big time basketball. With that said, a 
team returning several players is more likely to make a splash 
in the tournament. There is always a surprise team that 
competes (George Mason, VCU, Davidson), and more often 
than not that team is loaded with three and four year starters. 

Another major factor is head to head records. Some teams may 
have eased into the tournament against sub par competition, 
without proving their worth against the big boys. Other 
teams may have struggled against an opponent during the 
regular season or historically, and meet that team again in the 
tournament. To the casual fan it may not seem important, but 
head-to head records count for a lot in sports. 

A final bit of advice is to look at historical trends when 
filling out your bracket. For example, I'll say it right now: No 
16‘-ranked team has ever upset a top-seeded team. While it’s 
bound to happen some day, it’s not in your best interest to take 
that gamble. Also, look at the teams who have historically been 
players in the tournament. While it’s true that this year is the 
only year that matters, there could be a psychological effect of 
going up against a Kansas or North Carolina, teams that have the 
prestige and hardware to intimidate a Cinderella with a fresh- 
faced roster. 

Filling out a perfect bracket is almost inconceivable, so just use 
your research and your instincts the best you can and see where 
it takes you. At the end of the day, filling out a bracket should be 
fun, and a way for fans to feel a part of all the action. So sit back, 
buckle up, and enjoy one of the most intense sporting events of 
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Recreating Dublin’s Pub Scene — 


in Long Beach 


By Alex Distefano 


It’s time for leprechauns, shamrocks, and those annoying 
‘Kiss me I’m Irish’ t-shirts. Get ready to show your green or 
get pinched, as we approach the traditional Irish holiday of St. 
Patrick’s. Day, 2010. 

DIG magazine wants to give you the scoop on several 
lrish Pubs in our city that will definitely provide patrons with 
authentic lrish cuisine, great Irish drink specials, and a lot more 
than just your typical green beer. 


The Auld Dubliner 

Located adjacent to the Convention Center and Long Beach 
Arena on Pine Ave., Auld Dubliner prides itself in being one of 
the most authentic Irish pubs in the city. 

“We're one of the most friendly Irish bars in the LA/Long 
Beach areas,” says manger Chris Caldwell. 

Everything from the actual building itself to all the 
furniture and facade have been directly imported from 
Ireland. “We really focus on recreating the Irish pub 
atmosphere in America, and I think we do a good job of it,” 
continues Caldwell. 

Auld Dubliner offers live music almost every night of the 
week, featuring both local musicians and cover bands. Irish 
bands play on the weekends, and fans of rugby and soccer can 
catch certain games live on any of the bar's big screen TVs. 

“We have drink specials every night, and our Happy Hour 
is from 3 to 6 p.m., Monday - Friday where we have half 
off appetizers and other drink deals,” says Caldwell. “Also, 
Thursday night is college night, so present your college ID at 
the door and get two for one drinks all night.” 

Every Tuesday the bar features pint night, where with the 
purchase of a pint of the featured beer, customers get to keep 
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MIG finds out 
where the best © 
Irish pubs in town 
are to celebrate _ ') 
St. Patrick’ Ss Day | t 


the glass. 

As for the grub, 
people might be 
pleasantly surprised 
with the selection of 
great food that Auld 
Dubliner has to offer. Besides common bar favorites like 
burgers and sandwiches, Auld Dubliner specializes in Irish food 
at its best, in a casual pub setting. 

According to Caldwell, the most popular dish is the Comed 
Beef, which is served as a 
dinner entrée with steamed 
cabbage, potatoes and 
carrots for $12.95. 

Other Irish favorites 
include fish and chips, Irish 
beef stew, and bangers 
and mashers, or grilled 
sausages and mashed 
potatoes. Each dinner 
entrée is 12.95, while the 
burgers and sandwiches 
range in price from $10 to 
$12 dollars. 

The best bet is the 
corned beef sandwich 
for just under ten bucks. 
This hearty, crispy grilled 
sandwich is piled with 
tender corned beef, 
horseradish sauce and 
melted Swiss cheese. 

The sweetness of the 
meat, tangy hint of the cheese and spice of the horseradish 
combine to make this quite an enjoyable meal. 

With a capacity of 150, this place is sure to be a raging spot on 

St. Patty’s Day. Two bands will be rocking the Dubliner all day, 


"Find a bit of Irish culture at 
4 Clancy's located on Brodway and 
Alamitos. 


\ 
with music ranging from traditional Celtic folk rock to 
Irish Rockabilly, the cover charge for the day is $5. iH 
2h Cle “Tt will definitely be one of the best days to come } 
eef sandwich 


at The Auld 
Dubliner is 

delicious and 
inexpensive. 


out and celebrate in Long Beach with 
us,” says Caldwell. “We're all about 
great food, great drinks and a 
fun time. We wish everyone 
out there a Happy St. 
Patrick’s Day, from Auld 
Dubliner!” 

Auld Dubliner is 
located at 71 South Pine 
Street. (562)-437-8300 
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Clancy's 

Clancy's has the vibe of a dive bar but readers should not 
take this as a put down. Located on the corner of Broadway 
and Alamitos, this is not your typical hole in the wall. 

“This is a great place to have cocktail or a meal, and we 
serve breakfast lunch and dinner,” says owner Mark Dana. 

Clancy's fits both the older and younger bar crowds with 
its casual atmosphere. The drinks are stiff and the food is 
affordable. This is a place both old timers and college students 
will enjoy. 

Chimay Ale, Guinness, Fat Tire, Widemer and good old 
Pabst Blue Ribbon are all offered on tap, as well as an 
assortment of liquors and spirits. Not to mention the whiskey. 
Irish Whiskey. 

“On St. Patrick’s Day we'll have this special on Jameson Irish 
Whiskey shots,” said a beautiful bartender who wished not 
to vie her name. “I’m working on St. Patrick’s Day too, and it 
should be crazy, but fun. We usually have a line out the door 
since we can only sit around 70 people,” she says. 

The St. Patrick’s Day only special is three shots of Jameson: 
one regular brand Jameson, 
one 12 year aged version and 
one 18 year aged version. All for 
$6 a shot. 

As for food, this place has 
some amazing deals on eats, 
including fish and chips for 
$4.95, Monday thru Friday 
during Happy Hour, 3-7 p.m. 

Also, Clancy’s offers up a 
mix of favorite American and 
Mexican breakfast favorites 
like sandwiches, burgers and 
breakfast burritos, with several 
Irish specialties. 

The Traditional Irish Breakfast 
is a ‘banger or Irish Pork 
Sausage, rasher or fried potato, 
black and white pudding, beans, 
hash browns and a grilled 
tomato all for $11.95. 

If you like your breakfast 
warm, sweet and in a bowl, 
then try the Good Ole Irish Porridge, which is steel oats slow 
cooked with brown sugar, raisins, sweet butter and thick 
cream, for $6.95 

The bartender I spoke to that day recommended the pub's 
Irish Benedict as her personal favorite. This dish replaces the 
ham with Irish corned beef hash, and tops the poached eggs 
with a savory lemony Bearnaise sauce, all for $10.95. 

Lunch and dinner options on the menu range from dive 
style to semi-classy. From sandwiches like sausage and 
peppers and corned beef at under $7, to corned beef and 
cabbage and fish and chips for under $9 this place has it 
made when it comes to tasty relatively cheap eats. The 
portions are not bad, and each meal is also cooked to order. 
Food is served until 9 p.m. Sunday thru Thursday, and 11 p.m. 
on weekends. 

As for live entertainment, Clancy’s has it going on when it 
comes to Karaoke. 


“We have Karaoke contests here, and it’s a party, so much 
fun,” said the same bartender. 
Clancy's is located at 803 E. Broadway Ave (562)447-1836 


Gallagher's 

Just down the street from Clancy’s is Gallagher's, another 
local favorite Irish Pub. This joint has the feel of a friendly 
tavern, and is decorated throughout with soccer memorabilia 
and vintage posters paying homage to Guinness, Norte Dame 
University and St. Patrick’s Day. This place is for sports fans as 
they have six TV screens all showing soccer and rugby. 

Gallagher's offers Harp, New Castle, Guinness, Pyramid 
Haywire, Sierra Nevada, Fat Tire, and Smithwick’s Irish Ale 
on tap, along with a plentiful variety of everything from 
vodka, tequila, ciders, wine, mixed drinks and of course, 
Irish whiskeys. 

Tables are set up in a perimeter around the bar and fill the 
middle of a large dining room and in an outside dining patio 
in front of the bar. 

Special events include the recession buster, offered every 
Friday between 4 and 5 p.m., where well drinks and domestic 
pints are only $1. Regular Happy Hour is Monday thru Friday 
from 4 to 7 p.m., and features $8 domestic pitchers, $10 
premium pitchers, and $3 domestic pints, $4 premium pints. 

Other great meal deals include Tuesday two for one burger 
specials, Thursday night is Thursday Karaoke, where pints of 
Coors Light are $2, and a prime rib dinner with the works is 
only $10.95. 

This place has a perfect menu for any lunch of dinner meal, 
at a price that won't cost you an arm and a leg. Traditional Irish 
beef stew, bangers and mashers, and Garlic chicken breast all 
run under $12, while the corned beef sandwich costs under $7. 

All around, this is a great place to have a pint, a burger and 
watch some sports, and it should be a raging party come St. 
Patrick’s Day at Gallagher's, Clancy’s and Auld Dubliner. 

Gallagher's is located at 2751 E. Broadway Ave (562)856-8000 


So, we hope this guide helps and that you spend your St. 
Patty’s Day enjoying some of the great food offered by these 
local establishments. Whether it’s the fish and chips at Clancy’s 
or the corned beef at Auld Dubliner. Have fun, be merry, wear 
your green and most importantly drink responsibly. 4 


: 
Ghalager’s walls are filled with ” 
lrish memorabilia. : 
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By Dale Johnson 


nce upon a time Long Beach was boring. 
} It was a dark world. A time before text 
messaging, HD television and about 
the only person using MySpace was its 
creator Tom, which, coincidentally, is 


James (right) with D.J. Steve Aoki (left) 
at one of Long Beach’s hottest night 
clubs, V20. 
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James (left) with recording artist Jason | 
Maraz (right). F 


also true today. There was one other big thing missing 
from Long Beach: a nightlife scene. 

Thankfully, that’s where Robert James came in. After 
getting his BA from UC San Diego in 2001, James, a 
graduate of Long Beach Poly high school, came home and 
was taking a year off from school, studying for the LSAT, 
and preparing for law school when a friend approached 


him with an idea that they should throw a party 
to try and make some cash on the side. 

James was in and begged the owner of 
Khoury’s to let him put on an event, promising a 
big crowd, at least big enough to take care of the 
$3,500 bar tab that the restaurant owner asked 
James to meet. The party was a huge success. 

So much so that the first thing the owner asked 
him was, “Can you do this every week?” 

James obliged. His parties gained headway 
and as more venues started popping up 
around the city, James and his newly created 
RJ Productions were putting on packed events 
around the city almost every night. 

Now James, 31, can pretty much land whatever 
act he wishes, (except Taylor Swift, more on 
that later) has sweet pictures on his Facebook 
with Lil Jon, and is his own boss. Sounds like he’s 
living the dream right? Depends on who’s dream 
you re talking about. 

®> BG: So what's a typical day for you like? 

‘tT JaMES: Mostly it’s lots of phone 
conversations, lots of text messages, lots of 
meetings. I try to knock all my meetings out 

on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. And then for 
example like today, a Thursday, I have to go 
pick up all of the equipment for the DJ’s tonight 
because, when we do a big name artist we 

put them on the stage instead of having them 
back in the DJ booth. So I have to make sure the 
production is all good to go like the mixers, the 


28 
ROBE) 


s DJ equipment, then I have to deal with their 


hospitality. 

Like Lil Jon, I had to fly him and his entourage 
from Atlanta just to do the show. And I had to 
put them up in a hotel, then provide all of the 
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James (left) with Lil Jon (right) 
before his performance at V2O in 
January. 


transportation, pay for all their meals. 1 also promote 
the event as well and 1 run the event staff to make sure 
everyone is doing their duty and making sure the artist 
is pasta 
> MiGs: Sounds like you have a lot going on behind the 
scenes. Is it stressful being in charge of all of that? 
|: It definitely is. You know, I can’t tell you how many 
times I get from people, ‘Gosh you're so lucky, all you get 


to do is party for a living!’ And I don't even drink alcohol, 


Ihate clubs. I guess when you're init everyday and you 
see people drinking and being drunk and falling over it’s 
a turn off.I put in a lot of work.I don’t have aset 9-5 
hours. I'll work until 3 a.m. a lot of nights. 

; x: Is that dedication part of the reason you guys 
have been so successful? 

RJ: To be honest, I think the reason we have been 
so successful and have had longevity in the business, 
is because I have always treated it like a business. 
I've never thought, ‘Hey I wanna be cool and throw 
parties and drink alcohol and get girls.’ I’ve always 
just really treated it like a business, and the ultimate 
goal of a business is to make money and to grow and 
to be successful. Most people tend to think of club 
promoters as like shady, unstable, drug dealer types, 
but us, we have managed to do something really 


cool in an industry that doesn’t have a very good 
reputation. 

») Mis. What's your take on the overall Long Beach 
nightlife scene? 

RJ: I'd like to say I’m one of the pioneers, I don’t want 
to give myself too much credit, but I feel like I've been 
here since before there was a nightlife scene. I like to 
think that I have had a big role in putting Long Beach on 
the map as far as party wise with what we are doing at 
V20 because there’s really not anyone else doing what 
we do on Thursday nights bringing in all of the world 
class talent every week. 
Bits. If you could bring in any artist, who would it be? 
RI. Probably Jay-Z. In my opinion he is the biggest 
name in music right now as far as a show. 1 get a lot of 
requests for like Taylor Swift. I think Taylor Swift right 
now would be HUGE, but obviously that’s a major arena 
type of concert. But I definitely don’t want to rule that 
out. 

> MiGs. Do you ever see yourself going back to law 
school? 

RJ: | envision myself going back when I’m in my 
fifties, or really old when I’m hopefully really successful 
and own this mega company that I’ve grown for 30 
years and have a little more time to do that. & 
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By Angela Rivera 


With the ubiquity of nightlife spots in Long Beach, 
DIG weeded out some of the most unconventional 
places to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and March 
Madness. In fact, the following venues specialize in 
creating a unique and fresh atmosphere every night so 
normalcy is never an option! 


THE LAUGH FACTORY 
151 S. Pine Ave. Long Beach, CA 90802 


The Laugh Factory at The Pike at Rainbow Harbor opened up 
in 2008 and has already been deemed one of the most thriving 
venues in the downtown locale. It is one of the largest comedy 
clubs in the U.S. and the third Southern California location in the 

Jamie Masada club chain. The venue 

has already drawn in popular 
performers. It has been 

frequented by renowned 
} comedians such as Aries 
Spears (Wild N’ Out), Dane 
Cook and Tom Arnold. 
The club is home to the 
official Laugh Factory 
Stand-Up Comedy Hall 
of Fame and Museum, 
which displays more than 
500 pieces of comedic 
memorabilia from industry 
legends such as Groucho 
Marx and Steve 
Martin. In addition to 
getting laughs, you can also 
grub. The club offers a wide variety of food options for the 
hungry comedy-enthusiast. Outback Steakhouse offers 
a portion of their menu to Laugh Factory attendants 
meaning burgers and steak are club staples. Alcoholic 
beverages are on the pricey side, but with names like 
“Gotta Lovitz Fizzer” and the “Richard Pryor,” you can't go 
wrong. Be sure to check out the all-star comedy lineup in 
March. Tickets range from $15-$25. 


SGT. PEPPER’S DUELING PIANO CAFE 
91 South Pine Ave. Long Beach, CA 90802 


Blaring music erupts from Sgt. Pepper's Dueling Piano 
Café every Tuesday through Sunday as two seasoned 
pianists battle it out on the black and whites. This 21 
and over venue holds an indoor and outdoor bar, and 
prides itself on the ingenuity of request-driven musical 
numbers. With cleverly titled menu items such as 
“Love me Tenders” and “Bohemian WRAPsody,” it is no 
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surprise that this 
headlining 
restaurant is 
frequented by 
tourists and 
locals alike. Sgt. 
Pepper's will even 
roast a friend 

on stage. Don't 
worry though, 
the dim lighting 
and alcohol will 
ease the tinge of 
embarrassment. Prices at Sgt. Pepper's are fair, considering there is 

a cover charge. And if you visit during happy hour, appetizers are 

half off and draft beer and well drinks are $3. Sunday nights are i 
open mic nights, so polish those pipes, belt out your favorite song A 
and throw in an Irish jig in spirit of St. Patty's Day! 


THE BASEMENT ULTRA LOUNGE ; 
149 Linden Ave. Long Beach, CA aha ‘ 


For a more alternative venue, the Basement Ultra Lounge 
offers eclectic music and an affordable range of food and 
drinks. Located at the epicenter of Long Beach’s East Village 
Arts District, this underground venue features local disc jockeys 
and artists every Thursday through Saturday. It is not limited 
to music though. The Basement also holds poetry contests and 
unconventional events such as the LightBulb Mouth Radio Hour, 
a cultural variety show with wild, unscripted interviews. But 
don't let the venue's eccentricity fool you. This upscale lounge 
has a wrap around bar and private cabanas. And while the menu 
may not consist of cleverly titled meals, it is home to some of the 
best paninis in town. & 


By Dale Johnson 


y alarm started blaring at me from my desk 
around 10:30 a.m. 

It was rudely and prematurely waking 
me from my Sunday slumber, painfully 
reminding me of last night’s shenanigans. 


Irubbed my eyes excessively as if the 
rudimentary action would m 


iraculously wake me up and at the 


same time alleviate my excruciating headache. I hit the snooze 
button a couple of times, and when | was finally ready to wake, I 


grabbed my phone and the alarm said only one word on it, “Aoki.” 


i 
= 


Today, I'm trying to track down DJ Steve Aoki, one of the 
busiest and hardest working DJ/ record label owner/ clothing 
line designer/ producer/ and a whole bunch of other things out 
there. Aoki seems like he is everywhere at once, which he literally 
was on this day. 


“Hello?” Aoki says with a confused voice, not recognizing my 
out of town area code. 


I tell Aoki I’m from DIG Magazine, and I'm calling for his 11 
o'clock interview. 


“Yeah man, I’m about to board a plane,” he says witha 


reluctant sigh. “Is it cool if you call me back in like three hours?” 
Yeah, sure it’s cool Steve. 
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Three hours go by, I call again. This time Aoki recognizes my 
number, so at least 1am spared the awkward introduction. 

“Hey buddy, I’m actually boarding another flight right now,” 
says Aoki with the standard airport terminal voice in the 
background. At least I knew he wasn't lying. “I should be there 
in like two hours, but then my phone is going to die, so if you 
call me in like two and a half hours, I should be ready.” 

I followed his instructions, and his phone certainly was dead. 
It went straight to voice mail. 1 didn’t know if I should leave a 
message, so | didn’t really notice that the record your message 
after the beep had beeped, so I sat there for 30 seconds before I 
started talking. 

After waiting a few more anxious minutes, Aoki called me 
back. [thought about telling him that I was boarding a plane, but 
I didn’t know if we were at that stage yet. 

“I just finished a little Canada run, and now I'm in Las Vegas,” 
says Aoki. “I’m playing here tonight and then tomorrow I’m in 
Orlando and then I come back for a studio session in LA to work 
on finishing my album. I have Lil Jon coming in on Tuesday to do 
his track and then Wednesday I fly out to Europe.” 

Canada. Vegas. Orlando. Lil Jon. Europe. No big deal. It just 
seems to be one thing after another, after another, after 
another for the 32 year old Aoki, who grew up in Newport 
Beach, Calif. before heading to UCSB for college where he 
earned two bachelor degrees, and in his spare time founded 
his Dim Mak record label. 

“I've been doing my label since 1996,” says Aoki. “I was putting 
on house shows throughout college and was in some bands, but 


at the end of the day what I really wanted to do was develop 
artists and see them grow in to fruition.” 

To do that, Aoki relocated to LA and began throwing parties to 
get the Dim Mak name out there. Those parties needed a DJ, so 
Aoki reluctantly began taking on that role. 

“I didn't really care about DJing, it was more about the party,” 
says Aoki. 

But Aoki kept DJing, and putting more time in to the craft. 
Though he says he “stumbled” in to the DJ scene, he was soon 
booking gigs outside of LA and teaming up with some of the 
biggest DJs. 

“DJ AM was a really big influence as far as learning how to 
really DJ, he’s the best DJ I've ever met and he plays the most 
interesting stuff I have ever heard,” says Aoki of AM. “He is like 
the Bruce Lee of DJing, he’s got all the philosophy down, the art, 
the craftsmanship, the prestige. The whole thing.” 

With his DJ career in full flight, his record label growing 
everyday, a top selling album released in 2008 and another one 
of the way, Aoki has become one of the most sought after DJs 
out there, a statement justified by the near 300 gigs he plays 
on average each year, sometimes with more than one show 
a day, like last year’s Benicassim festival in Spain. Aoki flew 
from Holland to Spain, where he promptly hit the stage before 
40,000+ fans to DJ a sunrise set from 5:45 a.m. to 8 a.m., before 
he was at the airport once again, heading to another show. 

“It’s not too hectic, it’s very planned out,” says Aoki of his 
grueling road schedule. “I’m on the road all the time and I have 
everything planned like months in advance so for the most part 
it’s pretty fluid. Maybe like two or three years ago it was hectic 


when I was like drunk on the plane from the last night, just like 
stumbling everywhere, hammered all the time.” 

Aoki takes the earnings from his tours and pumps the money 
in to his other endeavors, his label and clothing line. The label 
is responsible for artists such as Bloc Party and the clothing 
line recently expanded from just t-shirts to now include denim, 
outwear, jackets and flannels. The ever expanding Aoki empire 
is continuing to grow. 

“It takes a lot of time, energy and money,” says Aoki of his 
many responsibilities. “But it’s what I believe in. The money 
that I make, I just put right in to my projects. And at least I have 
something. If it all goes away and! lose it all, ! would have still 
done the same thing. I really believe in these artists. I really 
believe in what we are doing.” 

When Aoki isn’t on the road, he’s hard at work finishing his 
album, which he hopes to drops within the year. He also has 
another passion when he isn’t busy with one of his many 
responsibilities, poker. 

“My one vice that I wished I never learned and is kind of 
stuck with me now is poker,” confesses Aoki. “I am always 
playing home games. Whenever I'm ina city I always find a 
home game. I just landed in Vegas, the first thing I want to do is 
head over to the Bellagio poker room.” 

Being that Aoki was calling me from Las Vegas, I figured it 
was time to rap up my conversation with the ever on the move | 
DJ. My guess he is probably cleaned up at the poker table, went 
and rocked his DJ set at the Bellagio, and then headed back to 
the table for an all nighter. 

Allin a day’s work for Steve Aoki. A 
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